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Human	
Trafficking	
and	STOP	

● Trafficking	overlaps	with	domestic	violence,	
sexual	assault,	dating	violence,	and	stalking	

● Must	have	these	predicate	crimes	and/	or	prior	
victimization	for	STOP	funding	

● See	ALSO	STAAR	Project’s	archived	webinars	
for	more	information	on	trafficking	



What	is	
Human	
Trafficking?		

● Forms	of	modern-day	slavery	that	involves	
the	exploitation	of	persons	for	commercial	
sex	or	forced	labor	

● Often	involves	moving	victims	across	
international	borders,	but	does	not	require	
transportation	to	another	location	

● Victims	are	frequently	held	by	the	
“invisible	chains”	of	psychological	coercion	
	



Since	2007:		276,654	contacts	and	63,380	cases	



Sex	Trafficking	 
Recruiting,	harboring,	transporting,	providing,	or	
obtaining	a	person	for	a	commercial	sex	act	that	
is	induced	by	force,	fraud,	or	coercion,	or	in	
which	the	person	induced	is	under	age	18.	 

	 	 
Labor	Trafficking 

Recruiting,	harboring,	transporting,	providing,	or	
obtaining	a	person	for	labor	or	services,	through	
the	use	of	force,	fraud	or	coercion	for	the	
purpose	of	subjection	to	involuntary	servitude,	
peonage,	debt	bondage,	or	slavery.						 

Human	
Trafficking:	
Legal	
Definition	
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Who	is		
at	Risk		
of	Being	
Trafficked?		

● Immigrants	(documented	and	
undocumented)	
● Substance	users	
● Persons	with	disabilities	
● Foster	care	youth	
● Runaway	or	homeless	youth	
● Mentally	ill	
● Homeless;	Unstable	housing	
● LGBTQI+	
● DV	and	sexual	abuse	survivors	
● Low	wealth/economically	insecure	
● Any	underserved/minority	population	

		

ANY		vulnerable	person
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Sexual	Assault	and	Trafficking	

	

● Sex	trafficking	is,	by	definition,	sexual	assault	

● Labor	trafficked	women	and	children	are	often	sexually	assaulted	

● Prior	victimization	is	common	among	sex	trafficking	survivors	

● Distinction	between	prostitution	and	sex	trafficking	is	important	to	know	

● LGBTQI	populations	are	especially	vulnerable,	particularly	individuals	who	
are	transgender	
	



Sexual	Assault	
Indicators		
in	Labor	
Trafficking		

● Abused	at	work,	threatened	harm	by	
supervisor	

● Sexually	harassed	at	work;	sex	is	part	of	job	
“requirement”	

● Could	be	trafficked	for	both	work	(including	
criminal	acts)	and	sex	

● Sexual	assault	used	as	threat	for	compliance	

● Sex	offered/coerced	as	way	to	pay	off	labor	
trafficking	debt		

● Food,	water,	shelter	used	in	exchange	for	sex	
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Domestic/	
Dating	

Violence	and	
Trafficking	

● Family	members	traffic	other	family	members	(within	
definition	of	DV)	

● Use	same	tactics	of	control	

● Can	charge/prosecute	HT	crimes	+	DV	crimes	

● Examples:	
● Abuser	forces	wife	and	child	to	panhandle	
● Abuser	forces	intimate	partner	to	have	sex	for	money	
● Abuser	is	a	pimp/trafficker,	residing	with	many	victims	
“as	if	a	family”	
● Trafficker	has	“child	in	common”	with	trafficking	
survivor	
● Trafficking	situation	fits	definition	of	“dating	violence”	



Trafficking	
Thrives	During	
Crises	and		
Disasters	

● Trafficking	is	more	hidden	amidst	chaos	

● More	people	vulnerable	during	crises	

● Traffickers	(and	other	crime	organizations)	are	
nimble	during	crises	

● Labor	trafficking	victims	forced	to	work	in	
unsafe	conditions,	and	without	safety	
equipment	and	protections	

● Sex	trafficking	victims	forced	into	even	more	
dangerous	situations	
	



Human	
Trafficking		
and	Covid-19	

● Police	and	child	protection	report	cases	are	
down	(fewer	mandatory	reporters	around	kids/
youth)	
● Risks	to	online	exploitation	higher	–	especially	
youth	

● Domestic	violence	abusers/traffickers	isolate	
victims	
● Travel	is	restricted	

● Millions	out	of	work	
● Options	limited	if	clients	are	exposed/or	have	
Covid-19	
● Law	enforcement	focused	on	other	situations	
	



Vulnerability,	
Communities	
of	Color,	and	
Covid-19	

● Black	Americans	up	to	3.5	times	more	likely	to	die	of	
Covid-19	and	
● Latinx	people	twice	as	likely	to	die	as	white	people	
● In	some	states	there’s	a	5	to	10	-fold	higher	risk	of	death	
● Exposes	long-standing	racism,	inequalities,	and	inequities	
● Lack	of	access	to	housing,	healthcare,	jobs,	wealth	
● More	co-morbidities	(hypertension,	diabetes,	stress)	
linked	to	unequal	access	to	resources	and	opportunity	
● Exposed	more	and	protected	less	in	“essential”	work	like	
retail,	sanitation,	farm	work,	meatpacking,	frontline	
nursing	homes,	etc.	
● Extreme	vulnerabilities		
	



Areas	
Impacted	by	
Coronavirus	





Trafficking		
Survivor	
Needs	

● Housing	
● Legal	assistance	
● Substance	use	
● Healthcare	(including	
dental)	

● Counseling	(trauma)	

● Motivational	support	

● Education	
● Job	training		
	

● Faith	community	
support	

● Safety	planning/
protection	

● Benefits	advocacy	
● Immigration	support	

● Family	support	

● Crisis	intervention	
● Pregnancy/newborn	
care	

● Other?	
	



Greater	New	Orleans	Task	Force	on	Human	Trafficking,	Leanne	McCallum	(2020) 



Greater	New	Orleans	Task	Force	on	Human	Trafficking,	Leanne	McCallum	(2020) 



What	can		
YOU	DO?	

Work	to	help	people	stay	
in	housing;	get	housing	
especially	for	vulnerable	 

Bolster	support	for	other	
basic	needs:	food,	

healthcare,	
transportation,	mental	

health,	and	more 

Mitigate	disease	
transmission 

Help	subgrantees	
innovate	client	contacts	
and	help	to	adapt	other	
STOP-funded	activity	to	
ensure	survivor	support 

Make	sure	safety	
planning	includes	new	

Covid-19	related	
vulnerabilities/needs 

Integrate	survivors’	
voices	into	program	

designs 

Use	STOP	funds	with	
other	funding	streams	to	
develop	a	comprehensive	

response 

Add	trafficking	to	
existing	programs 

Include	trafficking	in	the	
STOP	Implementation	

Plan	 

Add	trafficking	experts	to	
the	STOP	Planning	Team 



Questions?	

Video:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JauuEoL2F0		
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robinhthompson@comcast.net		
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