STOP Purpose Area 14:
Implementing Policy Change within the STOP Program
Definitions and Statutory Cites
Full text of Award Special Condition 14:
Restrictions on "lobbying" and policy development
In general, as a matter of federal law, federal funds may not be used by the recipient, or any
subrecipient ("subgrantee") at any tier, either directly or indirectly, in support of the enactment,
repeal, modification or adoption of any law, regulation or policy, at any level of government, in
order to avoid violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1913. The recipient, or any subrecipient ("subgrantee")
may, however, use federal funds to collaborate with and provide information to federal, state,
local, tribal and territorial public officials and agencies to develop and implement policies and
develop and promote state, local, or tribal legislation or model codes designed to reduce or
eliminate domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking (as those terms are
defined in 34 U.S.C. § 12291(a)) when such collaboration and provision of information is
consistent with the activities otherwise authorized under this grant program.
Another federal law generally prohibits federal funds awarded by OVW from being used by the
recipient, or any subrecipient at any tier, to pay any person to influence (or attempt to influence)
a federal agency, a Member of Congress, or Congress (or an official or employee of any of them)
with respect to the awarding of a federal grant or cooperative agreement, subgrant, contract,
subcontract, or loan, or with respect to actions such as renewing, extending, or modifying any
such award. See 31 U.S.C. § 1352. Certain exceptions to this law apply, including an exception
that applies to Indian tribes and tribal organizations.
Should any question arise as to whether a particular use of federal funds by a recipient (or
subrecipient) would or might fall within the scope of these prohibitions, the recipient is to
contact OVW for guidance, and may not proceed without the express prior written approval of
OVW.

Full text of 18 U.S.C. 1913:
No part of the money appropriated by any enactment of Congress shall, in the absence of express
authorization by Congress, be used directly or indirectly to pay for any personal service,
advertisement, telegram, telephone, letter, printed or written matter, or other device, intended or
designed to influence in any manner a Member of Congress, a jurisdiction, or an official of any
government, to favor, adopt, or oppose, by vote or otherwise, any legislation, law, ratification,
policy, or appropriation, whether before or after the introduction of any bill, measure, or
resolution proposing such legislation, law, ratification, policy, or appropriation; but this shall not
prevent officers or employees of the United States or of its departments or agencies from
communicating to any such Member or official, at his request, or to Congress or such official,
through the proper official channels, requests for any legislation, law, ratification, policy, or
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appropriations which they deem necessary for the efficient conduct of the public business, or
from making any communication whose prohibition by this section might, in the opinion of the
Attorney General, violate the Constitution or interfere with the conduct of foreign policy,
counter-intelligence, intelligence, or national security activities. Violations of this section shall
constitute violations of section 1352(a) of title 31.

VAWA general provision 34 U.S.C. 12291(b)(3)
(3) Approved activities
In carrying out the activities under this subchapter, grantees and subgrantees may collaborate
with or provide information to Federal, State, local, tribal, and territorial public officials and
agencies to develop and implement policies and develop and promote State, local, or tribal
legislation or model codes designed to reduce or eliminate domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking.

STOP purpose area 34 U.S.C. 10441(b)(14):
Developing and promoting State, local, or tribal legislation and policies that enhance best
practices for responding to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking.

2

