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Virtual TA Office Hours Chat Transcripts – 

December 14, 2016 and January 11, 2017 

ALSO STAAR Project TA 

 

Please find below an amended, combined transcript of the chats that 

occurred on December 14, 2016 and January 11, 2017. 

 

ALSO: Hello everyone! 

 

ALSO: Welcome to the ALSO STAAR Project Virtual TA Office Hours! 

 

ALSO: ALSO STAAR TA Team is posting answers to questions sent in 

advance - stay tuned! 

 

ALSO: One of the questions we received in advance: Will there be any 

provisions for allowance of divorce proceedings? 

 

Answer to #1 question sent in advance: VAWA 2014 added legal 

assistance to STOP purpose area 5. The definition of legal assistance is 

very broad, and opens the door to provision of a wide range of legal 

advocacy and representation to address survivors’ civil legal needs and 

goals (including family law cases), as well as guidance and assistance 

when the perpetrator is criminally charged. 

 

Under purpose area 5, states can provide a wide range of legal services in 

housing, family law, public benefits and other matters so long as the person 

providing the legal services has expertise related to assisting victims of DV, 



 

2 
 

sexual assault, dating violence or stalking or partners with someone who 

has that expertise or has or will complete relevant training.  

 

The current issue of Administrators’ Corner addresses the expansion of 

victim services to include legal assistance, and it will be available within the 

next few weeks. In the meantime, we can talk through any questions you 

have about specific types of legal assistance that you are thinking of 

supporting with STOP funds. 

 

The FAQs that were updated in Feb. 2016 have more detail on this and you 

can find them on ALSO's "Information from OVW" link: http://also-

chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-

resources/information-from-ovw/ . 

 

Additionally, the solicitation will include the requirements that are applicable 

to legal assistance providers.  

 

ALSO: Question #2 sent in advance: Will further TA be setup for service 

providers on purpose areas 17, 19, and male survivor service provisions?  

 

Answer to question #2: Purpose area 19 relates to access to services and 

responses that are affected by sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Related to 19 and also services for male survivors, you may find some of 

the answers you are looking for in the Office for Civil rights FAQs on the 

VAWA nondiscrimination provision, located at 

https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/ovw/legacy/2014/06/20/faqs-ngc-

vawa.pdf. 

 

 

 

http://also-chicago.org/also_site/blog/admin_post/legal-assistance-victims-vol-9-issue-1-2016/
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/information-from-ovw/%20.
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/information-from-ovw/%20.
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/information-from-ovw/%20.
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/ovw/legacy/2014/06/20/faqs-ngc-vawa.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/ovw/legacy/2014/06/20/faqs-ngc-vawa.pdf


 

3 
 

Also STOP FAQ #2, under Service Population, addresses purpose area 19. 

 

Purpose area 17 relates to sexual violence in correctional and detention 

settings. 

 

ALSO: Question #3 sent in advance: What is OVW looking for in terms of 

the PREA section of the plan? 

 

The final VAWA/STOP regulations, which were released on 11/29/2016, 

state that the implementation plan will have to include, if applicable, 

information about whether the state has submitted an assurance, a 

certification, or neither under the Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) 

standards (28 CFR part 115) and, if an assurance, how the state plans to 

spend STOP funds set aside for PREA compliance.   

 

The 2016 PREA worksheet (located at 

https://www.justice.gov/ovw/file/789921/download) also asks for the PREA 

purpose/compliance-directed activities that will be supported with STOP 

funds.  

 

Pursuant to the notice via email by Bea Hanson, PREA "covered programs" 

will not include STOP beginning with FY 2017 funds. We are awaiting 

official word from OVW on how, or if, they will wish PREA to be addressed 

in the 2017 implementation plans.  

 

The email was sent by Bea Hanson on 1/4/17, with the subject line 

"Change Impacting STOP Program in Justice for All Reauthorization Act." 

 

Prior Fiscal Year STOP funds must still meet PREA requirements. 

 

https://www.justice.gov/ovw/file/789921/download
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You should have received the Bea Hanson communication re PREA 

through our ALSO STAAR TA email account sent on 1/5/17. 

 

ALSO: Thank you all for joining! The STAAR Team is ready to answer any 

questions you might have. 

ALSO: Please save the date for the OVW calls, hosted by Marnie Shiels on 

the regs related to STOP: January 12, 2017 

Session 1: 11 am ET 

Session 2: 4 pm ET 

Please be advised that the call-in information has changed. Dial 641-715-

3580 and enter passcode: 206485. 

 

ALSO: Question sent in advance: Is the previous ALSO Implementation 

Plan Template still good to use?  

 

Answer: ALSO has updated the Template and it is with OVW for review. 

The updated Template will need OVW approval before release and will 

follow the updated OVW checklist.   

 

The previous Template is still a good guide and much of the Template will 

remain unchanged.   

 

ALSO: Hello everyone - how is it going with your work on developing the 

Implementation Plan this time around? 

 

ADMINISTRATOR: Do you have any suggestions on how we could include 

Tribes in the Implementation Planning process? I am concerned about 

having time to engage in meaningful collaboration before the Plan is due.  
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ALSO: You have to ensure that you are engaging in meaningful 

consultation with all state and federally recognized tribes. You would have 

to, at a minimum, meet the minimum requirements for consultation that are 

outlined in the solicitation and the regulations. 

 

At a minimum, some sort of solicitation of input on needs, gaps, challenges, 

would be necessary - what form that takes is up to you. It could be a 

survey, one meeting, individual meetings, a conference call, or a series of 

calls. Then, a draft implementation plan must be sent to each tribe, and 

significant comments must be addressed in the plan. You must also send 

the final plan, and have each consultation participant fill out the 

Documentation of Collaboration form (or equivalent) that verifies 

participation in the consultation process. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR: Thank you. 

 

ALSO: If there is a lack of response from anyone, make sure you 

document your outreach attempts, dates, times, etc. The spreadsheet 

created especially for tribal outreach as part of the Implementation Plan 

Template Packet can be helpful for this backup documentation. 

 

FYI, ALSO is in the process of updating the Implementation Plan Template 

Packet so that it incorporates the new final STOP regulations. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR: Will you let us know when it is updated? 

 

ALSO: Yes - the OVW checklist is being updated now, followed by the 

ALSO STAAR Project template - which follows the OVW checklist. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR: Thank you! 
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ADMINISTRATOR: Will OVW be requiring the submission of the STOP 

Planning Participation Workbook in addition to the Documentation of 

Collaboration Letters?  

 

ALSO: Thanks for your question. The STOP Planning Participation 

Workbook, part of the Implementation Planning Template Packet 

developed by the STAAR Project, is intended only as backup 

documentation for you and your planners. It will not be submitted with your 

application and plan.  

 

ALSO: We encourage you to check out ALSO's website - particularly our 

Tools & Resources section for helpful information: http://also-

chicago.org/also_site/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-

resources/  

 

ALSO: Another helpful link: OVW info via ALSO website 

http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-

resources/information-from-ovw/ 

 

ALSO: Curious about ALSO & SWCLAP’s work with Tribes? http://also-

chicago.org/also_site/blog/blog_post/working-tribes-improve-response-

violence-native-women/ 

 

ALSO: SWCLAP - Southwest Center for Law and Policy  

 

ALSO: For your Implementation Planning needs: http://also-

chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-

resources/implementation-planning-resources/ 

 

http://also-chicago.org/also_site/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/
http://also-chicago.org/also_site/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/
http://also-chicago.org/also_site/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/information-from-ovw/
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/information-from-ovw/
http://also-chicago.org/also_site/blog/blog_post/working-tribes-improve-response-violence-native-women/
http://also-chicago.org/also_site/blog/blog_post/working-tribes-improve-response-violence-native-women/
http://also-chicago.org/also_site/blog/blog_post/working-tribes-improve-response-violence-native-women/
http://www.swclap.org/
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/implementation-planning-resources/
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/implementation-planning-resources/
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/implementation-planning-resources/
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ALSO: If you need assistance logging into ALSO's website to have access 

to sample state docs and a calendar of events related to STOP, please 

email alsostaarprojectta@also-chicago.org.  

 

ALSO: Are you a new administrator and looking for resources? Check out 

this page: http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-

project/tools-resources/resources-for-new-administrators/  

 

ALSO: We only have a few more minutes before closing out the chat 

portion of the TA office hours. 

 

Please submit any other questions you might have before we move on to 

the audio portion - or join us to share your questions through ReadyTalk 

audio line in a few minutes. 

 

ALSO: We are ending the chat portion of the virtual TA office hours. Please 

join our call portion.  Dial 866-740-1260; Access code: 5570515 

 

ALSO: Welcome to the audio portion of the virtual TA office hours! We look 

forward your questions. Our STAAR TA Team is available to answer 

questions through ReadyTalk audio line. 

 

ALSO: The audio is being recorded for development of the transcript only. 

 

ALSO: Related to a discussion of required meaningful consultation with 

tribes: OVW has been clear that this round of IP is going to be reviewed 

more intentionally for a showing of meaningful consultation- not just an 

email. Documentation is key! Keep your emails, document phone calls 

dates and other outreach efforts in case your IP comes back for review. 

 

mailto:alsostaarprojectta@also-chicago.org
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/resources-for-new-administrators/
http://also-chicago.org/training-and-consultation/staar-project/tools-resources/resources-for-new-administrators/
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ALSO: In response to a conversation about PREA, states and territories 

will not have to use STOP funds for PREA beginning in 2017 per Bea 

Hanson’s email. However, that doesn’t mean you can’t use STOP funds to 

address the needs of incarcerated victims and there’s a purpose area that 

addresses that. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR: Do we know when OVW wants the IP submitted? 

 

ALSO: Anticipated OVW solicitation release dates: 

https://www.justice.gov/ovw/open-solicitations 

 

According to OVW’s website: the anticipated release of STOP solicitation is 

March 14, anticipated deadline is April 25. 

 

When OVW updates the IP Checklist, ALSO will update the IP Template 

Packet and will distribute to STOP Administrators accordingly.  

 

Please note that the revised OVW Checklist will affect 2017 IPs.  

 

ALSO: The new VAWA/STOP regulations can be found here: 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/29/2016-

28437/conforming-stop-violence-against-women-formula-grant-program-

regulations-to-statutory-change 

 

ADMINISTRATOR: What is the difference between the IP "tool" and 

"template?" 

 

ALSO: In short, the Tool is a resource and reference, and the Template is 

a working implementation plan document template that can ultimately 

contain the plan that you submit to OVW. 

https://www.justice.gov/ovw/open-solicitations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/29/2016-28437/conforming-stop-violence-against-women-formula-grant-program-regulations-to-statutory-change
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/29/2016-28437/conforming-stop-violence-against-women-formula-grant-program-regulations-to-statutory-change
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/29/2016-28437/conforming-stop-violence-against-women-formula-grant-program-regulations-to-statutory-change
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One way of describing the ALSO/STAAR Project Implementation Plan Tool 

might be as an expanded or annotated OVW Checklist. It tracks the 

Checklist, and offers guidance, suggestions, and examples related to the 

elements that must be included in a STOP implementation plan. It also 

references other resources, and provides hyperlinks to them. The Tool 

includes several recommended elements that are not contained in the 

Checklist, but which our team recommends including -- particularly where it 

may be helpful to illuminate the context for a state’s or territory’s strategies, 

priorities, goals, and objectives. 

The Implementation Plan Template is a Word document template that is 

pre-formatted to OVW specifications, and the recommendations contained 

in the IP Tool. It also tracks the OVW Checklist, and includes all of the IP 

elements in the same order in which they appear in the Checklist (and the 

Tool). Under each element is a text field in which a plan writer can type or 

paste in text, tables, charts, and other images. Some of the guidance and 

links to resources that are included in the Tool are also contained in the 

Template. You may choose to use the Template as the structured 

document that will later serve as the final plan that you submit to OVW. You 

can also use it as a place to hold information for corresponding Plan 

elements, which you will later copy and paste into your final document. The 

Template is pretty flexible, too, in that you can delete the text fields, and 

simply type into the document. 

 

ALSO: We are coming to an end of our time. Any other questions? 

 

ADMINISTRATOR: STOP meeting is coming at a better time this year. We 

can put the information from the meeting into our IP. 

 

ALSO: Thanks, everyone! 

 

 


